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Please Join Us For Services
on

Saturday Morning, June 5, 2010

at 9:30 a.m.
As

we honor KTI &S Yad Squad
middle and elementary school graduates
Kitah Zayin and ECP graduates

and students who will be away for the summer with a
group aliyah and special blessing from Rabbi Alpert

A Festive Kiddush will follow
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Please call the KTI office at 939 -1004 or emaill

congkti@aol.com by Tuesday, June 1

62 If you plan to attend.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL!
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Hag Sameach

SeHeAosVeUeOQoT

Schedule of Shavuot
Services

Erev Shavuot

Tuesday, May 18 .
Candlelighting, 7:51 P.M.

First Day Shavuot
Wednesday, May 19

Morning Services, 7:30 A.M.
Candlelighting, 8:58 P.M.

Second Day Shavuot

Morning Services, 9:30 A.M.
Yizkor Service, 10:45 A.M.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Tisha BOAv

Monday, July 19
Services, 7:30 p.m.

Twenty-five hour fast marking the
anniversary of the destruction of the First
Temple by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.E.,
and the Second Temple by the Romans in 70
C.E; the Roman capture of Betar, the last
Jewish holdout in the Bar Kochba revolt
against Rome in 135 C.E.; the day the Jews
were expelled from England in 1290; and the
date in 1492 by which ubaptized Jews had
to leave Spain. Mourning customs are
observed. The Book of Lamentations is read.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A special meeting of the Congregation is
being called for Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at
800 pm. preceded by Maodar
The purpose of this meeting is to vote on
revisions to KTI 6daw€on
These revisions were proposed by the
Constitution and By-Law Committee and
approved by the Board of Trustees.

We believe that the proposed changes will
make KTI a warmer and more welcoming
synagogue. We hope you will come to this
meeting for this very important vote.

Copies of the proposed revised Constitution
iand By-Laws s available in the synagogue
office and will also be emailed.
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From the Rabbi

Ilhope you have been hearing about an
Days-Count the Wayso i nitiQnten theetime in ietveeh
Pesach and Shavuot, KTl has been focusing on a different way to engage in
tikkun olam, healing our world.

As the KTl community, we have attended and participated in the Yom HaShoah
service in conjunction with Community Synagogue of Rye and the Jewish
Community Center of Harrison; we have collected food for various soup kitchens
and churches in Port Chester, we have made hundreds of sandwiches and :
cookies for the Carver Center; we have donated blood; we have committed to bringing reusable tote bags
when we go shopping; we have planted flowers around KTI; we have continued our education by reading
various websites pertaining to Israel, and these are just a few of the highlights.

The idea behind i TOawwmnt tthieke WRaygy® is to infuse ou
connect to our heritage, neighbors, community, and world, as we count the Omer. The idea of counting
each day also represents spiritual preparation and anticipation for the giving of Torah.

On Pesach, we celebrate becoming free people, and on Shavuot, we celebrate becoming a Jewish People,
because it is on Shavuot that we celebrate receiving the Torah. As a Jewish community, Torah is central to
our very being. Everything we do is informed by Torah i our heritage, our values, our laws, all stem from
Torah. Shavuot reminds us to devote time to studying Torah and other Jewish texts in order to enrich our
lives.

For the last two summers, on Shabbat mornings, our congregation has enjoyed learning words of Torah
from various KTl members. Through our Summer-Shabbat-Guest-Speaker series, congregants have
studied the Torah portion of the week and then delivered a D& v a r (Mioiseanmon) at our Shabbat
morning service. It has been interesting and engaging to learn from each other and to hear varied
perspectives. This summer from June 26 i August 21, we will, once again, be learning from one another.

If you are interested in deliveringa D6 v ar ab one affour Summer-Shabbat-Guest-Speakers, please
call or email me. You can be a novice or an expert, someone who has spent a lot time studying Jewish
texts or someone who is brand-new to Torah study. | will be happy to provide you with resources and to
helpyoucrataD6var . Tor ah

| am looking to learning from you and with you.

B6Yedidut (in friendship),

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert
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Responses to Participation in Soup Kitchen from
Parents and Students

| was very grateful to have experienced working in the Sg
Kitchen. It felt very good to help those in need and to gi
rather than receive. It allowed me to see how fortunate |
The people were very nice and appreciative of our be
there. It was a great learning experience and somethin
would like to participate in again in the future.
-Matthew Jaffe

Unfortunately, | did not get to witness the boys at the sg
kitchen first hand. | really wish that | had though, as t
excitement Ethan described was truly from the héanink

he really got "a feel" for what its like to be "less fortunats
and felt very moved. He expressed a definite interest
returning, and | look forward to doing so this time as we
-Stacy Hochberg

| accompanied Noah last Monday to the soup kitchen|i

Port Chester.
enjoyed helping serve the food.
perspective and it was an eye openéxgperience for all.
Noah said "l like to cook and it felt good to help people
feel lucky for everything that | have."
-Robin Berlin

It was very worthwhile and Noah and

Brandon truly had a life changing experience. He has m
food for the homeless before, but spending time at a s
kitchen and seeing the individuals was surprising, He |
never seen hungry people before.
much food they ate at one meal. He discovered that if \
don't eat for days, you are really hungry. It was truly a gr
experience! He will do it again!

-Marilyn Hamlet

WEEKLY EMAIL UPDATE:

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE
INFORMATION ABOUT AN UPCOMING EVENT PUT IN THE
WEEKLY EMAIL NEWLETTER, YOUR INFORMATION MUST
BE SUBMITTED TO THE KTI OFFICE VIA EMAIL
CONGKTI@AOL.COM. AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE YOU
WOULD LIKE IT TO BE POSTED.

WE WILL BE SENDING EMAILS OUT ON WEDNESDAYS
AND WILL NEED THE INFORMATION BY WEDNESDAY OF
THE PREVIOUS WEEK.

WE WILL NO LONGER SEND OUT INDIVIDUAL EMAIL
BLASTS. THE WEEKLY EMAIL WILL BE THE ONLY FORM OF
COMMUNICATION VIA EMAIL UNLESS THERE IS AN
EMERGENCY.

D

It really puts things |i

It was shocking how

DONATIONS ONLINE

KTI has partnered with Network for Good to enable
our members and friends to send tributes and
UPdonations online using a credit card. Network for

M€Good is a not-for-profit organization that offers an
iMeasy, secure means for charities and other groups

nQIO accept donations.

g
To make your donation online go to the KTI
website, www.ktionline.org. and follow the simple

instructions on the homepage.
up
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Volunteers Needed to Deliver Kosher Meals
Iin to the Homebound
Volunteers are needed to deliver kosher meals to
homebound individuals living in Mount Vernon, New
Rochelle and Yonkers. Sponsored by WJCS, the
Kosher Meal Program operates Monday through
Friday from Sinai Free Synagogue in Mount Vernon
where the meals are picked up at 11:30 AM and the
warming containers are returned daily at about 1:00
PM. Volunteers use their own cars and can travel in
two-person teams. Each route encompasses about
ade five deliveries and takes about one and a half hours
PUP from start to finish. Volunteers can participate
pas weekly, monthly or on an as-needed basis. Anyone
interested can contact Caron Gelles at 668-4350.
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SPONSOR A KIDDUSH
Have you had a recent simcha in our
life - the birth of a baby, an anniversgry or
birthday, an upcoming wedding or a
memorial or Yahrzeit?
You dondt even \
the kiddush after Shabbat Services.
Sole Sponsorsh§36000
Co-Sponsorship $11800
Call Rita Unger at 93004
to make arrangements.
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C N Cantor 0s

Looking for Summer Reading?

Thank You to our

How about making your summer Yad Squad Honorees

reading -- Torah reading? Summer
Is a great time to learn Torah trope,
or to just spiff-up your Torah
chanting skills. Contact
Cantor Batchelor
if you are interested!

1st Year Honorees
(Read 6 times or more)

Jamie Ketchabaw
Tyler Ketchabaw

2nd Year Honorees
(Read 7 times or more)

Larry Engle
Lisa Grove

) (Westchestcr Jewish Conference

The Jewish Community Relations Counell of Westchester, est. 1975

You are cordially invited to the 3rd Year Honorees

Annual Julian Y. Bernstein
Distinguished Service Awards
ceremony, honoring

Leslie Brandeis Novack

for her outstanding service
to Congregation Kneses Tifereth Israel ahd

(Read 8 times or more)

Emily Conrad
Joshua Novack

4th Year Honorees
(Read countless times)

Bill Alper
Mark Jacobowsky

Hon. Samuel Fredman

with the Rabbi Amiel Wohl Lifetime Achievement Award

Josette Amsellem & family on the loss of bgloved

Jewish Community Center of Harrison husband & father, Claude

130 Union Avenue ~ Harrison, NY 10528 )
The family of Florence Jablow on her recdnt
ASL interpreting will be provided i

Kosher Dairy Dessert Reception follows ceremony passing
914/328001 margo@wijconferendetpriwww.wjconference.org . .
The family of Florence Black on her recent phassing

Wednesday, May 12, 7:30pm ll The Congregation Extends Condolenggs to:



mailto:margo@wjconference.org
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KTl Religious School

The Religious School faculty has been working very enthusiastically under a new educational initiative and grant pro-
gram call LOMED. Two of our teachers, Ayala Rybak and Gail Nalven have been instrumental in this program: in-
volved in the planning as well as the instructional aspects of LOMED. We have selected the following Priority Goal:
Learners will be on a journey of Tikkun Olam (mending the world) guided by a Jewish moral compass. We have been
studying and conducting numerous teacher workshops throughout the year with the support and guidance of Susan
Ticker, the educational leader of BJE-SAJES Westchester. We recently had a very interactive workshop with Judith
Belasco of Hazon and two teacher-led workshops. The benefits to our students are already very apparent. Text stud-
ies, discussions, and wonderful classroom activities have produced new learning opportunities in many of our classes.

We held a very meaningful school-wide assembly to commemorate Yom HaShoah and a week later celebrated Israel

Independence Dayi Yom Hadéat zmadut. Zayin class students presented

the other classes.

We also initiated a new program this year call Count the Days/Count the Ways. During our counting the Omer we com-
bined a variety of themes under the umbrella of Tikkun Olam: collecting and distributing food to local food kitchens,
some Agreenodo events at KTI (recycle bins, planting f
D6r osh f ami Time familemjaned tdgyetherdto lead some of the Count the Days/Ways programs.

The last weeks of the Religious School year are always filled with wonderful student/family-centered events: The To-
rah Lataf/Alef and Bet Shabbat Service, the Dalet Class Shabbat Service, the Gimel Class Shabbat Service, J-Time
Shavuot program, Got Shabbat! Family Learning Program, Awards, Zayin Moving-Up and, of course, the End-of-the-
Year-Picnic.

Alan Block
Education Director

Got Shabbat!
by Amy Berenson

I canot believe our Got Shabbat! year is coming to a
together as we experienced Shabbat through Prayer, Symbols and Stories. We began the year by welcoming in
Shabbat on Friday evenings with a festive meal and family learning. We spent three Saturday afternoons together
experiencing the rituals of Havdallah and learning from one another as we discussed the many ways families can
incorporate Shabbat rituals into their busy lives.

For our final three programs the Got Shabbat families are exploring Shabbat morning rituals. Last month we studied
the Saturday morning Kiddush and we learned that every Shabbat we are reminded of our Exodus from Egypt- not just
twice a year at our Passover Seders! For our April Shabbat morning program we are exploring the symbolism of the
counting of the Omer. What things do your count in your life? How does counting the days of the week, or the number
of times you exercise help you feel in control of our life? We are going to learn about how counting the Omer helps us
prepare for Shavuot both physically and spiritually. We are also going to talk about why the Torah is called a Tree of
Life, and what the Torah symbolizes in the lives of all of our Got Shabbat families.

We have had a very exciting year together experiencing new and old rituals, learning and sharing with one another and
celebrating Shabbat together as a community. Even though the Got Shabbat program will be concluding for the year,
Shabbat will continue to arrive every week! Take some time this Shabbat to reconnect with your family and if you get a
chance, ask a Dalet class family to share with you a taste of what they learned from their Got Shabbat experience this
year. They may inspire your family talk about what Shabbat can mean to you!

| owe
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J-Time Update
by Leora Frankel, KT Family Educator

The past two J-Time programs have been extremely exciting as we begin preparing for our final holiday of
the year: Shavuot. In March, we learned about how Shavuot was one of the three pilgrimage festivals (the others
being Sukkot and Pesach) during which Jews would ascend to Jerusalem from around the Land of Israel and
beyond. We flashed forward several centuries to the modern State of Israel with a heated game of Israel

fJewpardyo including questions about the countryds | ar
part of our March program was definitely the special competition we had in which teams of families were
challenged to make maps of Israel out oficecreamd | i vi ng out the description fa

depicted the geography and topography of the land through various symbolic toppings: chocolate syrup
represented the waters of the Dead Sea, Jordan River, Sea of Galilee, and Mediterranean; orange and yellow
sprinkles colored the deserts; Jerusalem was marked by a blue M&M and so on. Check out the three final
projects in the photos below of our proud ice-cream cartographers.

Then in April we delved further into the holiday of Shavuot, exploring five different biblical and rabbinic
names it has been assigned over time and the implications of each. For instance, the name Shavuot literally
means fAweeks, 0 marking the end of the seven week <coul
Passover during which farmers once brought daily measures of grain to the Temple in Jerusalem. These 49 days
represented a period of spiritual preparation by the Israelites for the revelation and receiving of Torah at Sinai
which we celebrate on Shavuot. One of the more modern teachings about the Omer associates each of the
seven weeks with a cluster of personal qualities (originally described by the Kabbalist mystics as Divine attributes)
for us to focus on, each of which was later assigned a specific color. Families had a chance to reflect on what
characteristics each member hopes to further cultivate during these weeks of the Omer and made color-coded
bracelets and key chains to help us remember.

Finally, we teamed up with the Vav families foll ow
number of Tikkun Olampr oj ect s i nspired by the fACount the Days, Ci
of Shavuot is to contribute produce or other food items to the needy in our community, a symbolic reenactment of
the farmers bringing their Afirst fruitso to Jerusalem
helped organize sandwich and salad making, cookie baking, and an assembly line of bagging snacks for both St.
Peterdés Soup Kitchen and the Carver Center. On the t
colorful flowers around the entrance of KTl and decorated new recycling bins to be used in the synagogue. And
in honor of Yom HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) and Y o m H a 6 a (ismeti dndependence Day), we wrote
letters to the parents of MIA Gilad Shalit and made cards for IDF soldiers who serve the country without parents in
Israel. It was a meaningful morning all around and paved the way for more social action opportunities at KTI on
Shavuot itself. We look forward to celebrating it together in May!




